
To Our Harrison Family: 

 

Statewide, the number of positive cases rose to 158,844, an increase of 1,029 since 

Wednesday. The statewide positive test rate is now 22.2%. There were 130 more deaths, 

bringing the New Jersey total to 11,531. 

 

In Gloucester County, the positive case climbed to 2,209, a net increase of 36 in the last 

48 hours. There has now been a total of 10,795 negative tests and our positive test rate 

now stands at 17.0%. Sadly, 4 more county residents passed away, bringing the total to 

146. 

 

In Harrison, there has been no changes. 

  

GLOUCESTER COUNTY TESTING 

Going forward, all Gloucester County residents can call to schedule a COVID-19 or 

Antibody Test with no pre-requisites. To schedule a test, please call the COVID-19 

Hotline 856-218-4142 between 9:00AM and 4:00PM, Monday thru Friday and specify which 

test you are seeking. You must have an appointment to be administered either test. 

Keep in mind that when registering for the Antibody Test, you are asked for your Health 

Insurance information. Therefore, based on your coverage, you may incur a cost. 

  

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE CAPITALS? 

This week I sat in on conference calls with our representatives in both Trenton and 

Washington. Our County Mayors Association hosted a call yesterday that featured 

Congressman Donald Norcross and our State Representatives from the 5th District, 



Senator Nilsa Cruz-Perez and Assemblymen Bill Moen and Bill Spearman. Mr. 

Norcross reviewed some the action already taken and others being contemplated in 

Washington. This included the consideration of additional federal stimulus money being 

allocated to businesses as well as state and local governments. 

  

This (government aide) is an important topic that has been pushed aside while the focus 

has been on supporting small businesses. But the reality is that the massive impact on the 

revenues of small businesses during this shutdown directly impacts the revenues of all 

government entities as well. That shoe will drop in the coming months as we all see our tax 

revenue affected, while our expenses remain the same. I could write a book here on the 

possibilities of what that will look like and none of it is pretty. So, we are all pushing our 

representatives in Washington to provide some answers and ensure our solvency. Stay 

tuned. 

  

Senator Crus-Perez provided insight about their interaction with the Governor’s Office, 

specifying their ability to influence his actions related to the re-opening of the New Jersey 

economy. Suffice it to say that we are seeing actions that reflect some of the feedback we 

are providing, which is encouraging. Based on her insight, we expect to see 

announcements early next week regarding Phase 2 openings pertaining to non-essential 

businesses. She also confirmed that both houses of the State Legislature will convene 

“in-person” in Trenton next Thursday, for the first time in more than two months.  

  

LOCAL PARK RESTRICTIONS EASED 

As you know, we have allowed the walking paths in our parks to remain open for use during 

this pandemic. Our fields, courts and playsets remained closed pursuant to the Governor’s 



Order. Our mindset has been to enact policies that ease restrictions locally as soon as we 

have that authority. Last week, we opened our tennis courts for Singles (1 on 1) play, 

mirroring the Governor’s easement. 

  

Today we are announcing that effective tomorrow, May 30th, we are slightly amending the 

restrictions for the fields in our parks (both Ella Harris and William Wilt). Starting 

tomorrow, you can use the field areas for passive recreation use or exercise. This 

includes jogging, stretching or calisthenic-type activity, as well as social gathering. This can 

be done, based on the Governor’s Order, individually or in groups of 25 or less, as long as 

social distancing protocols are followed. This does NOT include any type of ball playing 

(soccer, football, lacrosse, etc.), either randomly or by an organized group. This type 

of activity is still restricted by the Governor’s Order. 

  

The playsets and basketball courts and restrooms will remain closed. Please respect 

these restrictions as we work with our State leadership in moving towards further easement 

in the safest possible manner. We know the weather is getting nicer and this is a challenge, 

but we are required to enforce these regulations. So, the four young ladies and adult 

(coach?) that were on the turf field at William Wilt around 8:30 this morning running lacrosse 

drills with no masks and clearly not socially distancing…………yeah, I got a call about that. 

  

I point that out because under this new easement on our field use, that type of activity is still 

prohibited. But if the same girls were there doing exercising drills and stretching, while 

socially distancing, that’s allowed. Obviously, all of this can be debated, which is a waste of 

time. So, we will proceed as I’ve stated here and ask your indulgence. This is such a fluid 

situation, that as I’m writing this, the Governor is holding his daily Press Conference 



and announcing that certain, non-contact organized sports can resume as of June 

22nd. That’s a topic for another day and we will circle back to what that means for us, 

locally. 

  

ONGOING SUPPORT AND GIVING BACK 

This crisis has brought out the best in us on many fronts, especially when it comes to 

supporting our healthcare professionals. I was witness to another example of that this past 

Wednesday, when members of the Pine Hill Sikh provided 500 lunches to the staff at 

Inspira Medical Center in Mullica Hill. The local connection is Mr. Bajinder Singh Multani, 

a Mullica Hill resident. An army of about a dozen members of the Pine Hill Sikh led by 

Volunteer Coordinator, Harjinder Singh, convened with hospital staff and leadership at the 

main entrance for the exchange. It was quite a site! 

  

The spirit of giving back to the community is in full blossom with this volunteer group. Over 

the last couple weeks, they have replicated this catered lunch gift to multiple hospitals in 

South Jersey. Mr. Singh said, “You are our warriors against this invisible enemy. You see 

the pain of this pandemic up close and continue to fight for us….by saving lives and 

touching hearts.” Well said and well done! 

 

 

 


